VERBS - Mid-course Revision for Básico 1 

Name: ..............................................................................................................................

By michelle (2010)


TENSES

Present simple – for routines, habits, and for things that are generally true! It is also used with likes and dislikes (in our lives!)

1. For habits and routines, it is common that we also use Frequency Adverbs (always, never, often, usually...) and Time Phrases indicating routines: every day, On Tuesday, once a year, at weekends...

On Mondays I go to work.

At the weekend I usually go out with my friends.

How often do you go to swimming lessons?

I don’t often/usually go to the theatre/theater

I hardly ever go to the theater

2. Things that are true

It’s 5 o’clock.

It’s very cold today! 

Today is the 17th of February. 

My friend Sarah has blue eyes! My friend is 16.

3. (General) Likes and dislikes
What kind of food do you like?

Do you like jogging?

My brother doesn’t like waiting for buses!

Present continuous – actions that are happening now! (duration)

I am writing these notes for you all!

My partner is working on his computer at the moment!

I am not cooking just now! Are you listening to me? 

“(To be) going to” future – for plans & intentions for the near future

What are we going to do? 

We are going to check the exercises

I’m going to tell you about my weekend

We’re going to do Dialogue 4.3

I’m going to tell you the story of the book I’m reading!

Past simple – coming up soon! But you already know this:

I go to karate lessons every Friday

Last Friday I went to my karate lesson

I don’t like this film much!

I didn’t like the film (I saw last week)

Do you have lunch at work? (usually – routines)

Did you have lunch at work? (yesterday)

We use the past simple like in Galego Spanish, for actions that are totally complete (finished): 

What did you buy? – Castellano Spanish: ¿Qué te has comprado?, Galego Spanish: ¿qué te compraste?

I forgot my keys! – Castellano Spanish: Se me han olvidado las llaves! Galego Spanish: se me olvidaron las llaves

What did you say? – Castellano Spanish: ¿qué has dicho? Galego Spanish: ¿qué dijiste?

Past continuous – describing past actions with duration

Sorry to interrupt. What were you doing?

I was watching TV. It’s OK

Were you studying?

No, I wasn’t studying. I was doing housework.

Past simple and Past continuous

What’s the difference?

On Sunday it rained // On Sunday it was raining

Last Sunday I went out with my friends. We went to Violín and we had a couple of drinks. We talked and talked. Then we went dancing. We got home at three in the morning! It was fun.

Last Sunday I went out with my friends. We were sitting in Violín for hours! We had a couple of drinks. We were talking all night long! Then we went dancing. We got home at three in the morning.

MODALS – modals are verbs that indicate a manner of doing things!

Have to (...’ve got to; gotta), Do ... have to...?, ... don’t have to

We have to do exercise 3. Have to indicates obligation
Do we have to do exercise 2? No, we don’t have to do this!

Can for ability: Can you drive? I can’t speak Russian but I can speak English. Can you help me? 

Can for proposals: We can go to the cinema! (Could is also possible!)

Can for permission: Can I call you later on? I’m very busy right now. (Could is also possible) You can park here. 

Can for requests: Can I have a coke? Can you repeat, please?

Can’t for prohibitions: You can’t park here. (You is impersonal)

Could for requests: Could I have...? Could you repeat? (more polite)

Could for proposals: We could visit the Prado Museum, if you like.

Shall I...? to offer to do something for other people

Shall I start? Shall I close the door?

Shall we...? for proposals

Shall we leave now? It’s getting late!

Shall we buy her a book? (Other ways: We can buy her a book. We could buy her a book)

I‘ll (will) for spontaneous decisions 

I’ll have a coke, please. I’ll call her, if you like. I’ll start!
 

Let’s for enthusiastic proposals
Let’s buy her a book! Let’s go! 

Would you like…? – invitations, proposals

Would you like to join us?

Would you like some more coffee?

INFINITIVES AND GERUNDS - The tenses can be followed by another verb, which in Spanish is an infinitive, but which in English can be an infinitive or a gerund.
With verbs of likes and dislikes

When Likes and Dislikes are general likes and dislikes in your life, the tense of the preceding verb has to be a Present simple (general true things!) and the Spanish infinitive (the action you like/don’t like doing) has to be an –ing form in English

I like jogging

He doesn’t like dancing

Do you like listening to rock music?

When likes and dislikes refer to a specific moment, the tense has to be the conditional (Would) and the action following has to be a full infinitive:

Would you like to go to the cinema this evening?

I’d like to stay here a bit longer

(The negative is not common)

-ing forms after the verb GO

Go is in whatever tense. If we want to add an physical activity, we need to use the –ing form:

Do you go shopping every week?

I go swimming twice a week

I never go dancing on Thursday evenings

I went swimming last Monday

Mission: Use your textbook to find examples of all this in the texts you used for your dialogues and monologues, and in the Reading texts, and practice saying them aloud while visualizing the grammar! (
