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	Glossary
	Language in Use!

	Stuff: property, as personal belongings or equipment; things.
	Gotta go. I’ve got to pack my stuff.
Your stuff is all over the place!

	Consumption: the act of consuming, as by use, decay, or destruction.
	Today’s consumption is a major cause of environmental degradation.

	Disposal: disposing of or getting rid of something.
	The problem of the disposal of waste material.

	To track: to observe or follow the course of progress of something.
	We need a law to track down major polluters.

	Say (noun): opinion.
	Geek to Live: Have a say in what Google says about you.
(Source: http://lifehacker.com/152444/geek-to-live--have-a-say-in-what-google-says-about-you)

	To chop down: to cut or sever with a quick, heavy blow or a series of blows, using an axe, hatchet, etc.
	Whether you see those numbers as good (deforestation is slowing) or bad (the Amazon is still be chopped down), the fact remains that since the 1970s, 20% of the forest has be cut down and with it biodiversity and carbon sequestration potential in the region has been lowered.

	To wipe out: to murder; kill (informal)
	Now a new study says about third-quarters of the Amazon could be wiped out by a 3C temperature rise.

	To use up: to consume entirely.
	Ideas for using up leftovers.
Personally, I am not a heavy printer so I find the cartridges dry up long before I use up all the ink.

	To undermine: to injure or destroy by insidious activity or imperceptible stages, sometimes tending toward a sudden dramatic effect.
	Constant tension undermines people’s health.
Racism undermines the foundations of society as a whole and seriously affects...

	Fisheries: The industry or occupation devoted to the catching, processing, or selling of fish, shellfish, or other aquatic animals.
	Late last year, the United Nations General Assembly in its Fisheries Resolution expressed concern at the loss of sharks, albatross, fin-fish species and marine turtles as a result of incidental mortality, vulnerability of shark populations to over-exploitation, fishing overcapacity, illegal and unreported fishing, excessive bycatch, and the effects of destructive fishing activities on vulnerable marine ecosystems. (2005)

	BFR, brominated flame retardants: they are a group of flame retardants that consist of organic compounds containing bromine. They are applied to prevent electronics, clothes and furniture from catching fire.
	Here is an in-depth explanation of the problem caused by BFR's, PVC and phthalates in electronics. This page also tackles some of the common misconceptions, assumptions or myths regarding these hazardous substances.
(Source: http://www.greenpeace.org/international/campaigns/)

	Appliance: an instrument or device for a particular purpose or use. A piece of equipment usually operated electrically, esp. for use in the home or for performance domestic chores, as a refrigerator, washing machine, or toaster.
	Large household appliances include dishwashers, refrigerators, washers, dryers… Small household appliances include blenders, mixers, food processors, coffee makers, toasters, microwave ovens, knife sharpeners, deep fryers, crock pots…

(For pics on this and more vocabulary: http://www.householdappliances.com/)

	Couch: sofa /káuch/
	You’re a couch potato!!! 

	Mattress: A usually rectangular pad of heavy cloth filled with soft material or an arrangement of coiled springs, used as or on a bed.
	Modern mattresses usually contain either an inner spring core or materials such as latex, viscoelastic, or other polyurethane-type foams.

	To douse: to plunge into a liquid
	Did you know that they douse our pillows in a neurotoxin?

	Breastfeeding: to nurse (a baby) at the breast; suckle.
	Breastfeeding doesn't come easy to every new mother.

	To nurture: to feed and protect
	Pets are humanizing. They remind us we have an obligation and responsibility to preserve and nurture and care for all life. (Actor James Crownwell)

	To bear the brunt of something: cargar con el peso de algo, pagar el pato.
	Children are bearing the brunt of continuing conflicts in the world

With the world's most impoverished people bearing the brunt of a crisis...

	Carcinogen: any substance or agent that tends to produce a cancer
	Vinyl chloride, from which PVC is manufactured, is a carcinogen

	Slums: a thickly populated, run-down, squalid part of a city, inhabited by poor people.
	The world’s slums are overcrowded, unhealthy - and increasingly seen as resourceful communities that can offer lessons to modern cities.

	To skip on: to omit
	What to skip on your restaurant menu (five things to avoid)

	To pop into: visit briefly and unexpectedly; stop in (informal)
	I’ll pop in for a visit later on.

I’ll pop into your house for a visit later on, OK?

	To drill: to pierce or make a hole in (sth)
	Oil drilling a complex process that involves the drilling & pumping of oil from underground wells.

	Maquiladora: a factory run by a U.S. company in Mexico to take advantage of  cheap labor and lax regulation
	If you would like to read more about the maquiladora murders and about the brave women fighting to put a stop to feminicide, click on the links below.

	To pitch in: to begin to work in earnest and vigorously
	Let's all pitch in for a tidy township, mayor says.

	To prup up: to support or sustain
	Not very much used…?
Chinese spending could help to prup up the rest of the world economy

	Flaw: an imperfection
	The financial crisis and a flaw in corporate capitalism

	To grieve: lament, to feel grief or great sorrow
	Grieving used to be much more ritualistic than it is today. / Grieving and healing

	To harvest: to gain, win, acquire, or use (a prize, product, or result of any past  act, process, plan, etc.).
	Urban harvesting comes in some different forms, but it basically means harvesting fruits (mainly) from other people’s trees.

	Throughput: the quantity or amount of raw material processed within a given time
	Without doubt, the need to minimize the throughput of resources while maintaining the system of production is central to any concept of sustainable development.

	Steward: one who manages another's property, finances, or other affairs
	Butler; also flight attendant 

	Thrift: economical management
	A savings and loan association, also known as a thrift, is a financial institution that specializes in accepting savings deposits and making mortgage loans.

	Obsolescence: the process of becoming obsolete; falling into disuse or becoming out of date
	Planned obsolescence or built-in obsolescence[1] is the process of a product becoming obsolete and/or non-functional after a certain period or amount of use in a way that is planned or designed by the manufacturer.

	Sleek: Smooth and lustrous as if polished; glossy
	Sleek magazines (glossy magazines)

	Poll: a sampling or collection of opinions on a subject, taken from either a selected or a random group of persons, as for the purpose of analysis
	Refuse to believe what the polls say

Why the polls say Obama is worse than Bush

	Scant: barely sufficient in amount or quantity; not abundant; almost inadequate
	Another issue is the scant attention paid to …

Scant evidence

Scant meals

	Counterpart: a person or thing having the same function or characteristics as another 
	Their foreign minister is the counterpart of our secretary of state.

	To plop down: To let the body drop heavily
	You switch on the TV and plop down on the couch 

	Mall: A shopping mall. A large retail complex containing a variety of stores and often restaurants and other business establishments. Shopping centre (UK)
	

	Treadmill: any monotonous, wearisome routine in which there is little or no satisfactory progress
	(not the treadmills you get or use in gyms)

they are chained to the treadmill of a job



	Average: a quantity, rating, or the like that represents or approximates an arithmetic mean
	(performance) Below average, above average

The average person is not wealthy

The average temperature for the week is...


	To haul: to cart or transport; carry
	Bailed Out Bankers To Be Hauled Before Congress

	Curb: A concrete border or row of joined stones forming part of a gutter along the edge of a street
	In the USA you take your garbage can to the curb to get it emptied

	To dump: to throw away or discard garbage
	I really need to dump those stacks of paper!



	Landfill: A disposal site where solid waste, such as paper, glass, and metal, is buried between layers of dirt and other materials in such a way as to reduce contamination of the surrounding land
	A landfill, also known as a dump (and historically as a midden), is a site for the disposal of waste materials by burial and is the oldest form of waste treatment.

	Upstream: against the current
	

	Core: the central, innermost, or most essential part of anything
	Most importantly it fails to tackle the core of the problem with...

Thus we should tackle the core of the problem. And the best solution by far would be...

	Pervasive: that has the power to spread throughout
	Bullying is a pervasive problem in U.S. schools, affecting almost a third of students in grades 6 through 10.

	Fair trade: trade that satisfies certain criteria on the supply chain of the goods involved, usually including fair payment for producers; often with other social and environmental considerations 
	In Getafe there is a Fair Trade shop, really close to our school.

	Mindset: an attitude, disposition, or mood
	When your mindset changes, you can realize you can actually solve some problems.



