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Oral Presentation: Story of Stuff
By Estela Hernández, Yolanda Bueno, Patricia López and Gloria Godino (Avanzado 2, 2009-2010)

Story of Stuff is a 20-minute documentary in US American English. You can download it for free at http://www.storyofstuff.com/
Before Watching 

Exercise 1. Reading Comprehension Activity (Cloze test)
by Estela Hernández
Fill in the gaps with a suitable word from below. There are four distractors.

The Story of Stuff is a 20-minute film that takes viewers on a provocative and eye-opening …1… of the real costs of our consumer driven culture—from …2… extraction to iPod incineration. 

Annie Leonard, an activist who has …3… the past 10 years traveling the globe fighting environmental …4…, narrates the Story of Stuff, delivering a rapid-fire, often humorous and always engaging story about “all our stuff—where it comes …5… and where it goes when we throw it …6….” 

Leonard examines the real costs of extraction, production, distribution, consumption and disposal, and she isolates the moment in history where she says the trend of consumption mania …7…. The Story of Stuff examines …8… economic policies of the post-World War II era ushered in notions of “planned obsolescence” and “perceived obsolescence”—and how these notions are …9… driving much of the U.S. and global economies today. Leonard’s inspiration for the film began as a personal musing over the question, “Where does all the stuff we buy come from, and where does it go when we throw it out?” She traveled the world in …10… of the answer to this seemingly innocent question, and what she found …11… the way were some very guilty participants and their unfortunate victims. 

Written by Leonard, the film was produced by Free Range Studios, the makers of other highly popular web-based films …12… as “The Meatrix” and “Grocery Store Wars.” Funding for the project came from The Funders Workgroup for Sustainable Production and Consumption and Tides Foundation.
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While Watching

Exercise 2. Listening Comprehension Activity (Multiple Choice)
By Yolanda Bueno

Circle the right option (please do only odd or even numbers!). Remember you should underline key words before watching, so you become familiar with the topics you need to answer questions about! 

1. How long did Annie Leonard spend travelling/traveling the world tracking where our stuff comes from and where it goes?
A) 5 years.

B) 10 years.

C) 15 years.

2. The reason why the Economy Materials system is in crisis is that it is:
A) a linear system.

B) a circular system.

C) a two-way system.

3. What is missing in the system?
A) Pollution.

B) Interests.

C) People.

4. According to Annie, what is the government’s job?
A) To take care of people.

B) To manage people, money and resources.

C) To help people and corporations.

5. Of the 100 largest economies on earth now, how many are corporations?
A) 30.

B) 70.

C) 51.
6. How many synthetic chemicals are there in commerce today?
A) Over 1,000.

B) Over 10,000.

C) Over 100,000.

7. Are chemicals tested for synergistic health impacts (meaning they interact with all the other chemicals we’re exposed to every day)?
A) No.

B) Yes.

C) Yes, but only some.

8. What is the food at the top of the food chain with the highest levels of many toxic contaminants?
A) Meat and fish.

B) Vegetables and fruit.

C) Human breast milk.

9. How many people a day are globally moving from environments that have sustained them for generations into cities, many to live in slums, looking for work, no matter how toxic that work may be?
A) 100,000.

B) 200,000.

C) 500,000.
10. At Distribution Stage how do they keep the prices down?
A) By using longer but cheaper means of transport for goods.

B) By not paying the store workers very much and skimping on health insurance every time they can.

C) By selling products mainly in big stores since they can be more competitive.

(continued…)

11. After 9/11, when the U.S. was in shock, what did President Bush suggest to do?
A) To grieve.

B) To pray.

C) To shop.

12. What percentage of total material flow through this system is still in product or use 6 months after their sale in North America?
A) Fifty percent.

B) Twenty percent.

C) One percent.

13. In Annie Leonard’s words, planned obsolescence is another word for:
A) designed for not working properly. 

B) designed for the dump.

C) designed for buying new products a.s.a.p.
14. Perceived obsolescence convinces us to throw away stuff that is still perfectly useful. Which is a prime example of this?
A) Custom.

B) Fashion.

C) Daily habit.
15. Media also helps by hiding all of this so the only part of the materials economy we see is:
A) Shopping, extraction, production and disposal.

B) Extraction, production and disposal.

C) Shopping.

16. Do you know what the two main activities are that US Americans do with the scant leisure time we have?
A) Watching TV and shopping.

B) Sleeping and practising sports.

C) Watching TV and using a computer.

17. Which of the following is the most poisonous toxic?
A) BFRs (brominated flame retardants).

B) Monoxide.

C) Dioxin.
After Watching 
Exercise 3. Jumbled Statements
by Gloria Godino
Here you will find some jumbled headings and sentences. Each sentence belongs to a different stage of The Story of Stuff. Fit them under their corresponding heading and put them in order.

(For the materials to cut out for this activity, see page 5 of this pack)
Exercise 4. Classroom Discussion

Discuss the following statements:

1. The U.S. has a 5% of the world’s population but it is consuming a 30% of the world’s resources and creating a 30% of the world’s waste. 

2. 80% of the planet’s original forests are gone.
3. Pillows are doused in a neurotoxin and then we bring them home and put our heads on them for 8 hours a night to sleep.

4. We each see more advertisements in one year than a people 50 years ago saw in a lifetime.

5. We should all recycle. But recycling is not enough. Also much of the garbage can’t be recycled, either because it contains too many toxics or it is actually designed NOT to be recyclable.

Conclusion
By Patricia López
As a conclusion we’d like to say that, after working on this oral presentation we have learned a few things we already suspected we would actually learn:
1. Nowadays things are made to last little time.

2. We’re running out of forests and other kinds of resources. And so we need to focus on researching renewable energy.

3. People in the ‘third world’ are being exploited.

4. Corporations are running this world.

This supports the idea that ‘The Story of Stuff’ states: We have a system in crisis. But this system also has good things. So instead of getting rid of our current system, we could try to modify and improve it.
Beyond this oral presentation, the question is, Are we going to think about what each of us can do regarding this issue? 
What can we do to improve the system? 
Every little thing that we do helps, even if it always seems it’s not enough.
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Exercise 3 (headings & statements to cut out – in correct order here)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Extraction

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The problem here is threefold: we’re using too much stuff, the processes by which we extract all that stuff cause more damage and we’re not sharing the stuff equitably.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We’re using and wasting more resources each year than the earth can renew.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Production

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Industrial systems create wide ranging environmental problems, including climate change, water depletion, waste and toxic pollution.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yet workers are routinely exposed to toxic chemicals in the manufacture of everyday consumer stuff.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Distribution

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This statement involves transporting and selling all stuff quickly and cheaply.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The goal here is to keep the prices down, keep the people buying and keep the materials flow moving. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A key strategy businesses use to keep prices down is to externalize costs.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Consumption

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We have more stuff than ever before, but we’re also more stressed, less happy and working longer hours to pay for it all.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Globalization facilitates the spread of this economic and cultural model, persuading other countries to follow suit.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To change these, we need to step beyond our role as consumers and reclaim our identity as engaged citizens in a democracy.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Disposal

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Emissions from landfills and incinerators cause a variety of public health impacts locally and globally.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Virtually all the resources flowing through the materials economy eventually end up as waste to be disposed somewhere, usually dumped or burned or recovered for recycling.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Recycling conserves materials and energy, but is often itself a dirty process and isn’t always possible with today’s mix of toxic and poorly designed products.

Exercise 4 (complete)

For more discussions, or Food for Thought 

6. In the United States, they have less than 4% of our original forests left.

7. Forty percent of waterways have become undrinkable.

8. In the Amazon alone, we’re losing 2000 trees a minute.

9. We look at and smell 4 billion pounds of toxic chemicals a year. So, dirty factories are moved overseas polluting someone else’s land. However, a lot of that air pollution is coming right back at us, carried by wind currents.

10. Kids in the Congo paid with their future—30% of the kids in parts of the Congo now have had to drop out of school to mine coltan, a metal we need for our disposable electronics.

11. The average U.S. person now consumes twice as much as they did 50 years ago.

12. Consumerism was designed shortly after the Second World War. Victor Lebow said that their enormously productive economy demanded that they made consumption their way of life by converting the buying and use of goods into rituals, that they sought spiritual satisfaction, ego satisfaction, in consumption. Also President Eisenhower’s Council of Economic Advisors Chairman said that “The American economy’s ultimate purpose is to produce more consumer goods.”

13. According to statistics, our national happiness is actually declining. Some analysts say that we have less leisure time now than in Feudal Society.

14. In the U.S., they spend 3—4 times as many hours shopping as their counterparts in Europe do.

15. Each of us in the United States makes 4 1/2 pounds of garbage a day. That is twice what we each made thirty years ago.

16. All of this garbage [stuff we bought] either gets dumped in a landfill, which is just a big hole in the ground, or even worse, first it’s burned in an incinerator and then dumped in a landfill. Either way, both pollute the air, land, water and, don’t forget, change the climate. Incineration is really bad. Remember those toxics back in the production stage? Burning the garbage releases the toxics up into the air. Even worse, it actually makes new super toxics.

17. According to Annie, there so many points of intervention in the system. There are people working on saving forests and on clean production. People working on labour /labor rights and fair trade and conscious consuming and blocking landfills and incinerators and on taking back the U.S. government so it is really is by the people for the people.

18. There’s a new school of thinking on this stuff and it’s based on sustainability and equity: Green Chemistry, Zero Closed Loop Production, Renewable Energy, Local living Economies.
Answer Key

	ANSWERS

Exercise 1: 1. tour, 2. resource, 3. spent, 4. threats, 5. from, 6. away, 7. began, 8. how, 9. still, 10. pursuit, 11. along, 12. such.
Exercise 2: 1. B) 10 years. 2. A) a linear system. 3. C) People. 4. A) To take care of people. 5. C) 51. 6. C) Over 100,000. 7. A) No. 8. C) Human breast milk. 9. B) 200,000. 10. B) By not paying the store workers very much and skimping on health insurance every time they can. 11. C) To shop. 12. C) One percent. 13. B) designed for the dump. 14. B) Fashion. 15. C) Shopping. 16. A) Watching TV and shopping. 17. C) Dioxin.
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